Mailer Placard Bar Code Specification

MTAC Workgroup #87 is working on improving the efficiency of the drop shipment process.  One of the most exciting initiatives is the replacement of the Drop Ship Appointment System (DSAS) with the new Facility Access and Shipment Tracking (FAST) system.  The implementation of FAST along with the Surface Visibility program, will dramatically improve the drop shipment process.  A new bar-coded placard for all drop shipment mailings is essential to maximize the benefit of these initiatives for both mailers and USPS.  This new bar code will enable the tracking and thus the visibility to extend seamlessly from the mailer's mail creation until the mail trays are opened within a USPS processing facility.  The mailer bar code specification is attached below.
Please note the following changes:

The “Type Indicator”, “Business Entity ID” and “Optional Field” have replaced “Placard Identifier”, “Mailer ID” and “Sub Group ID” field descriptions respectively.

Version History
	Version
	Date
	Author
	Change

	1
	1/21/2005
	Steve White
	Initial creation

	2
	1/27/2005
	Steve White
	Changed the following field descriptions:

“Placard Identifier” to “Type Indictor”
“Mailer ID” to “Business Entity ID”
“Sub Group ID” to “Optional Program”
Added version history table

	3
	2/8/05
	Steve White
	Changed the following field descriptions:

 “Optional Program” to “Adjustable Field”

	4
	2/8/05
	Steve White
	Changed the following field descriptions:

 “Adjustable Field” to “Optional Field”


MAILER (EXTERNAL) USPS PLACARD BARCODE Specifications:

	MAILER Placard Bar code 

	Bar Code Symbology:
	· UCC EAN Code 128

	Bar Code Length:
	· 20 characters

	Bar Code Example:
	· 99M66666633388888888

	Mil spec:
	· ≥  9.5 mils

	Bar Code Dimensions:
	· Minimum Barcode dimensions shall be:

· Length = 2.42 inches (1)
· Height = 0.36 inches (2)
· Maximum Barcode dimensions shall be:

· Length = 5 inches
· Height = 1.00 inches

	Minimum Scan Grade:
	· At least 70% grade A or B and none of the remaining portion can measure lower than ANSI grade C (3)

	Bar Code Location:
	· Bar code location shall be placed in the front side of the mailer placard.  

· Bar code can be placed on mailer placard in a vertical or horizontal position.
· Bar code shall not interfere with any other information on the mailer placard

	Border Description:
	· Border shall be centered on the bar code.  

· Border shall not touch the barcode or any text inside the border.

· Minimum border dimensions shall be following:

· Length = 2.92 inches (4)
· Height = 1.36 inches (5)
· Maximum border dimensions shall be following:

· Length = 6.00 inches (4)
· Height = 2.00 inches (5)
· Bold horizontal lines shall be at least 0.5 inch above and below the bar code.
· Bold vertical lines shall be at least 0.25 inch to the left and right of the barcode 
· Horizontal and vertical border lines shall be at least 0.0276 inches thick to distinguish the bar code from other information on the mailer placard
· See Figure A.

	Bar Code Title Description:
	· The text above the bar code shall read: “USPS”.  

· The font shall be Arial bold and the size shall be a minimum of 12-point type.  

· The text shall be printed in uppercases letters and must be placed above the bar code in the top clear zone.

· Text shall be placed no less than 0.125 inch above the bar code.

· See Figure A.

	Readable Bar Code Description
	· The human-readable representation of the bar code symbol shall be placed below the bottom clear zone of the bar code.  

· The font shall be Arial and the size shall be a minimum of 10-point type.

· The human-readable representation of the bar code symbol shall be placed no less than 0.125 inch below the bar code.

· See Figure A.


	Field No.
	Field 
Description
	Field 
Size
	Character 
Position
	Logical
Values
	Allowable 
Values

	1
	Application Identifier
	2
	1-2
	99
	“99” Only

	2
	Type Indicator
	1
	3
	M
	“M” Only

	3
	Business Entity ID
	6
	4-9
	
	Numbers

	4
	Optional Field
	3
	10-12
	
	Numbers

	5
	Serial Number
	8
	13-20
	
	Numbers


 
Figure A.  Mailer Placard Bar Code
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Notes:

(1)Length = (11*(# of characters)+35)*Minimum dimension

Example: 2422.5 Mil or 2.42”  = (11*20+35)*9.5 Mil
(2) Height = (Length of bar code*15%) or 0.25 inches, whichever one is greater.
(3) 
ANSI INCITS 182-1990: American National Standard for Information Systems Bar code Print Quality Guideline 

Information can be obtained from:

Telephone: 212-642-4900

Website: http://webstore.ansi.org
 (4) Minimum Border Length = (Bar Code Length + 0.25” +0.25”) 
      Maximum Border Length = (Bar Code Length +0.50”+0.50”)

(5) Border Height = (Height of bar code+0.50” +0.50”)
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Bar Code Title:


12-point minimum Arial bold font








Readable Bar Code:


10-point minimum Arial font








99M66666633388888888





* Minimum dimensions for the border shown
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