October 19, 1999

MINUTES - MTAC SUBCOMMITTEE ON STANDARDIZED MULTI-PURPOSE POSTAL FACILITY DATABASE
Peter Moore opened the meeting and provided a review of the purpose and goals of the sub-committee.

Eric Seaberg provided a demonstration of the “new and improved” drop ship product he developed based on some of the data needs identified at the last meeting. The demonstration was well received and generated a great deal of discussion on just what the data requirements should be. This turned the discussion to the issue of gaining Postal support for the effort at the highest level possible. The majority of attendees agree that if the support is not there, the effort will never get off the ground. 

The group discussed some issues surrounding locale names. All agreed there must be a precise way of defining locations so that all systems are using the same locale names. A need also exists for development of a consistent data dictionary for use in determining data needs. Ultimately the group agreed to the following three tracks to success: sponsorship, data requirements, and technical architecture. 

The basic philosophical intent of the group is to design a database (a flat file or more likely a relational database) of all the qualities and characteristics of Postal facilities. This would include all drop ship pertinent information, personnel information, etc. The intended audience is both internal and external. It will be beneficial internally for staffing requirements, real estate information, drop shipment information which includes all facility characteristics, label list information, mail preparation information and times of acceptance. The agreement on design is to design a database in such a way that we can build upon it in the future by adding new data qualities of both the internal and external users. It is not the intention of the group to release the entire database to the external audience. The database will ultimately be a national repository with limited public access. 

Attendees unanimously agreed that the next step is to get commitment from Jack Potter to support the effort. If support is gained, a meeting will be held in December, with a subset group, to try and flush out the external data requirements. 

