[image: image1.png]B MTAC

MAILERS TECHNICAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE





Agenda

eVS/PTS User Group
Meeting Minutes
Thursday January 13, 2011
3:30pm – 4:30pm EST 
Attendees
Larry Barbian, Lisa Hyater, Mark McCready, Margaret L. Choiniere, Mark Dropp, Mike Egle, Kathy Nichol, Juliaann Hess, Brian Esser, Dawn Whitney, Sushrut Parikh, Cheryl Hardy, Emil Aquino, Cathy Byrne, Charley Patterson, Meenakshi Nagarajan, Annemarie Prajel, Gavin Tierney, Crystal Laper, Dave Plamons, Arlene M. Peterson, Nathan Welton, Kim May, Russ Smilowitz, Marsha Martinez, Crystal Williams, R. Sekel, Vicki Bosch, Clifford Berkley, Hal Ellis, Shirley Konen, Richard Porras, Lisa Copeland, Roger Franco, Kimberly I Matilik, Julie Kang, Matthew Magee, Jennifer Howard, John Medeiros
PTS Status – Lisa Hyater & Juliaann Hess
Proposed Changes to the Extract File was presented by Dawn Whitney
Dawn gave an overview of the following 3 Options:
· Option 1 – Create New Extract File Version 1.6

· Option 2 – Add New Fields to Extract File for Versions 1.3 and 1.5

· Option 3 – Add New Fields to Extract File Version 1.5 Only

Dawn will provide the file to be sent to the industry after the meeting. 
Action Item:  Tony sent the latest options file to the user group distribution during the meeting. 

PTS presented the following items that will be in their January 16th Release.
· New Scripting for Track & Confirm

· New Product Tracking System (PTS) Bulletin Board
- Issues or messages will be stored on the bulletin board
· APO/FPO/DPO Scan Events and Data Extracts v3

· APO/FPO/DPO Scan Events Interim Solution

· Modify Data Extracts and Manifests (1.4, 1.5, and 1.6)

- Automatic to customers who produce eVS files.

- Note:  Emil isn’t receiving any files right now.  Issue will be worked in separate call.
· Postage Extraction Correction – This was a background change that should not have affected anyone’s files
Updated Publication 91

Lisa Copeland gave an overview of the changes
· May 2008 version – Legacy Barcode 

- An update will be published by January 31, 2011

· Pub 91 Addendum – Address IMPB Implementation (http://ribbs.usps.gov/intelligentmail_package/documents/tech

 HYPERLINK "http://ribbs.usps.gov/intelligentmail_package/documents/tech_guides/pub91.pdf" \t "_parent" _guides/pub91.pdf)

- Updated on January 7, 2011
- Added additional barcodes

- Changed the service banner text 

- 3 surcharges were updated 

- Revision history was added.

eVS Status – Vicki Bosch & Jennifer Howard
· Identifying eVS

- FAST Appointments – November 7th release required.

Vicki asked two questions for the industry (no response)

1. How do we identify the 3rd party appointments to indicate eVS content?

John Medeiros asked that this be communicated to him so they can reinforce the requirements to the other customers.

2.  How can we get forecasts of volumes so offices can plan?

     Vicki will report what she finds back to the customers.
            - Pallet placards
DMM Requirements (2nd bullet – customer didn’t have line 3 (origin line)

Concerns

- Start the clock for packages is based on each package receiving a scan                   

- eVS customers who use 3PL need visibility to when mail arrives at USPS facilities

 Note:  No one is opposed to getting the placards
· June release
- June 5th is the tentative date.

- MID Conversion and Rate ingredient are the two items for the release.
· Pub 205 update
- January 2, 2011 release – 2 items did not go in and will go into a minor release        in March or April

· Refunds
- SPPS refunds will be tracked.

- Vicki’s team now has additional support to complete previous requests.
· Issues/Fall-out/Future release
- June 2, 2011 Critical mail is an item that will be in this release
- Nov 2011 Jennifer requested that customers send items they want included in   the release.
Industry Feedback

· John Medeiros spoke on eVS Webpages.  Question:  Is there a way to select a page or select a page range?
Vicki made note of this request also came from people on the eVS side.

· As we migrate to IMPB and 3-digit service type code, the industry anticipates the need for technology to correct labels.  This is known to some as Overlabel Corrections.  John thinks that this is going to be an ongoing concern.

- Action Item:  John will probably rally support (maybe a subgroup) to get additional people who may have similar concerns (possibly the parcel shipping association).

· Zip + 4 Code  
Question from Industry:  Does USPS have the functionality to use the +4 with the hand held scanner to match against the +4 that they provide?   Answer Juliaann – It is not in the scanner today.  Next 12-18 months, not necessarily with the hand held scanners.

Question from Industry:  What percentage of all packages does USPS estimate they would use the + 4 codes for this function?  10%, 20%, 30% or more?  
Answer from Juliaann – It would be a very high percentage…possibly 1 ½  to 2 years.
· The industry requests a list of service type codes in spreadsheet format.  
-  Ellen said that the list may be available in *.pdf format on RIBBS.  

-  Juliaann preferred that customers go to a site to download the full STC list.  The PTS program office will have to think about this request.
Questions / Comments
Next meeting scheduled for Thursday 01/27/2011 at 3:30pm.
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