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Agenda

eVS/PTS User Group
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, October 7, 2010

3:30pm – 4:30pm EST
Attendees
Dave Plemons, Matthew Magee, Roger Franco, Emil Aquino, Halle M Damm, Julie Kang, Andy Lundgren, Russ Smilowitz, Cathy Byrne, Barbara Wallander, Timothy Gerling, Kathy Nichol, Susan Pinter, Crystal Laper, Arlene Peterson, C. King, Dan O’Brien, Dawn Whitney, Mark Dropp, Kimberly Matalik, Vicki Bosch, Bobbi Richardson, Richard Porras, Rich Gebbie, Edward Stashluk, Mike Egle, Kim May, Charley Patterson, Margaret Choiniere, Crystal Williams, Brad Obert, John Callan, R Sekel, Annemarie Prajel, Ellen Barrett, Lisa Hyater, Hal Ellis, Cheryl V Hardy, Logistics Team, Juliaann, Hess, Steve Zweig
PTS Software Releases – Lisa Hyater
Lisa presented an overview for the following releases:

September 2010 release which included modifying data extracts and electronic file processing and changes to military events in the customer extract file.
October 2010 release will include changes to military scan events on the web page and improvements to PTS to support holiday mailing season.
January 2011 release will include file version 1.6.
Reported that PTS re-engineering is scheduled to take place in 2012
eVS Software Releases - Vicki Bosch & Jennifer Howard
Vicki presented an overview for the following releases:
November 7, 2010 release which will include the duplicate package adjustment, duplicate manifest processing, and postage extract.
January 2, 2011 release will include eVS support manifest file version 1.6. 
Juliaann Hess reported that the manifest file version 1.6 will not be updated to include both the two and three digit service type codes until May.  .

Jennifer presented an overview for the May/June 2011 release.  The proposed scope included the carbon footprint calculator, PRS recycle return service, presort verification, reconciliation and refund management, and master MID conversion for all mailers using non-conforming MIDs as their master MID. 
Action Items from the Previous Meeting – John Medeiros
1.  Error Handling and Sampling – the plan is to reduce the amount of errors that are system generated.
A Logistics (Brad) representative commented on the errors that take a long time to correct.
It was noted that the sampling in the field is not being handled correctly (i.e. invalid sampling, or how to sample in the field); Arlene reported that there will be an initial training session on October 20, 2010.

Action Item: SCF expansion, training session, and improving sampling in the field.

2.  File version format and synchronization (1.4 and 1.5)  eVS has made the change, but PTS still has to make the change.  Initially was scheduled for January, but now scheduled for May.

3.  Report Sampling – will help from the reconciliation process.  The specifics need to be clarified before it’s scheduled for implementation.  Logistics will take a look at this to clarify.  This will possibly be scheduled for June.  Jennifer will add this to the requirements document. 
4.  Certification to Labeling Transition

Question:  What are the requirements for certification when conforming from an old DUNS to a new mailer ID?
Answer by Juliaann Hess:  Once you make the change, you start shipping.  We are not requiring you to be re-certified.

Action Item:  John will provide a write up on the issues with the linkage of the Master MID to the Child.

There were concerns raised with linkage of the Master MID to the Child.
Juliaann reported that there are changes in the queue for our customer registration system scheduled for March 2011.  This is an effort to eliminate 5051 and 5052.

John raised a question regarding Legacy Parent ID and the new Parent ID

Juliaann stated that we have to think about issuance and usage rules internally.  There are possible business changes forthcoming.   
Action Item:  This needs to be added as a future agenda item to discuss more in detail.

Label Certification when linking to a service providers’ MID for eVS.

5.  IMb in eVS
Action Item:  There will be an internal USPS discussion to determine if intelligent mail barcodes will be accepted in eVS for Priority Mail packages.
Update from PTS workgroup – Steve Zwieg
The PTS extract files are under review to determine if 24 extract files per day can be an option for those who chose to receive files more frequently.  The Parcel Shippers Association discussed the possibility of increasing the number of extract files to 24 files and the majority of the members approved of this type of change.
The USPS Monitoring process is being reviewed.  There will be an update in October.
Communications to User Group – notify USPS when problems exist.  Contact person needs to be established.

IMpB Advance Notice – Juliaann Hess
Advanced notice went out on September 17, 2010.

Juliaann is still accepting comments.  She also shared comments from a few customers.

Customers were concerned about when the IMpB would become a requirement.

The next step is to publish a proposed rule.

Internal requirements for IMpB will be circulated.

Outstanding Issues
Industry Issues – Overlabel Corrections (further discussion needed before the next call)
USPS Issues – MID responsibilities for eVS customers.  When eVS MIDs are used on packages, these must be paid for in eVS.
Destination, Entry Validation – This is not ready to turn on until we finish our internal research.  Resources occupied.

Nonconforming MIDs (January 2010)   Only 23% of our customers converted so far.  USPS is pushing to have as many as possible converted by January 2011.  This may be pushed out to May or June timeframe.

If a customer can’t convert, the exceptions should be sent to Juliaann Hess.  

Alliance managers are needed.
An agenda will be sent out before the next meeting.

Next meeting scheduled for Thursday 10/21/2010 at 3:30pm.
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