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® Agenda 

1. Review of meeting report from last session 

2. Overview of EPF mechanism for ACS data (Lisa 

West) 

3. Overview of IMb Tracing data provisioning 

mechanism  (Amy Cradic) 

4. Any Other Business 
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® ACS Fulfillment Data Flow 
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® IMb Tracing® Data Flow 

Mailpiece is 
scanned on mail 

processing 
equipment (MPE)

Scan event is 
transmitted to 

Integrated Data 
Server (IDS)

Scan events are 
transmitted to 
Intelligent Mail 
Visibility Service 

(IM-VIS)

Scan events are 
transmitted to 

IMb Tracing 
system

There are two possible 
data paths.

MPT:  MPT files are 
created after end-of-run 
(EOR), and are deposited 
on the IDS server.  IM-VIS 
continuously pulls the 
MPT files from the IDS 
servers.

IOS:  IOS files are created 
as the scans occur.  The 
file is transmitted 
upstream via MPTD every 
15 minutes, or after the 
file reaches 1.5MB 
(whichever comes first). 

Only scans that pass the 
IMb Tracing Filter are 
transmitted to IMb 
Tracing.

IMb Tracing Filter:
Scan must be associated 
to an IMb with a 
Destination IMb Tracing 
MID or a Routing Code 
associated to an Origin 
IMb Tracing Routing Code.  
Also, scan must be 
associated to an IMb with 
a Destination or Origin 
IMb Tracing Service Type 
ID (STID).

Scans from APPS or APBS 
are from the IOS data 
path; all other scans are 
from the MPT data path.
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There is an 
IDS server 

local to each 
facility.

Letter Sorters:
· AFCS
· AFCS200
· DBCS Family 

(DBCS, DIOSS, 
CIOSS)

· LCREM

Flat Sorters:
· AFSM
· UFSM
· FSS

Bundle Sorters:
· APPS
· APBS 

Custom receives 
or retrieves scan 

data

CustomerCustomer

IM-VIS is a 
centralized, 
enterprise 

system.

IMb Tracing is 
a centralized 

system.

Push Subscriptions:
IMb Tracing customers can set 
up push subscriptions, to have 
scan data posted to their server 
via FTP.  Push subscriptions can 
be configured to send data at 
various frequencies: every 1-24 
hours.

Pull Data:
Alternatively, IMb Tracing 
customers can manually 
download scan data from the 
MT&R website.  Scan data 
download can only be 
conducted on a Subscriber ID 
level (MID_STID); each 
download is pulled from the 
next available scan after the 
last pull.  (Note: Scan data is 
only retained on the IMb 
Tracing servers for 7 days.)
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Any Other Business? 

5 


