MTAC WG # 139

Start-The-Clock for All Business Mail

Postal Co-Chair:  Chris Simone; christine.simone@usps.gov

Industry Co-Chair:  Rose Flanagan; rosef@data-mail.com

Meeting Notes

Meeting Date:  October 05, 2010

<Meeting started at 1:00 PM EST>

>Update on MTAC 139 call cancellation for last week

- Chris Simone
Call was cancelled due to a family emergency, apologies were offered to the group for short-notice cancellation.
>Start the Clock (STC) for Non Full Service



- Chris Simone
Next week a document will be shared which will help explain the STC calculation rules and how STC data will be made available.  The agenda of next week’s meeting would revolve around this document.
>Updates to dates on Postage Statements

- Chris Simone & Mike Lee

The change is being considered for 3rd or 4th quarter of 2011.

1st change – the field Mailing Date, will be removed and Mailing Arrival Date and Time will be available.  This Mail Arrival Date and Time is the Date & Time when mail arrives at the acceptance unit and when the check-in process begins.
Shariq - From a USPS view Mail Arrival Date is what we will use to say that this is when we accepted the mail. 

2nd change – Round Stamp where the “Date Mail is Released” in the system will be updated to the label “Payment Date and Time.”
3rd update – Start the Clock Date will not be on the hard copy postage statement.  Start the Clock Date will be made part of Mail.XML and PostalOne! reports.

>Concern on removal of Mailing Date 


– Linda and Unanimous

Mailing Date is used by many of the customers to track the date when the mail left their plants. One of the customer uses this date to provide this information the owner of the mail such as AT&T.  At least five or six of the participants are in favor of leaving this date on the postage statements, both hard-copy and electronic.

Chris – regardless we use this date or not the customers would like to keep the Mailing Date in there.

Becky - The customers want to know when we start with their mailing. 

>Requesting clarification on 1st change 




- Rose Flanagan

Mike Lee – “Date Mail Released” is not clear what that means, “Payment Date and Time” is what will go on the postage statement.  
The words “Round Stamp” will be left on the postage statements, this is for facilities where PostalOne! is not accessible and the facility still uses the round stamp. 
>Will the electronic documentation and any notification dates in the Mail.dat & Mail.XML also change? 

Mike Lee – Yes, the date and time labels will be made consistent across the USPS systems.  
>What would happen to the date and times in case of Continuous mailings - Linda

>How do we know if this is continuous mailing
 - Laine
Chris Simone – At some point some mailers do finalize the continuous mail and that is when we finalize payment

To be reviewed further, BMA question.
>What about confirm date? – Anonymous 
Shariq Mirza - Confirm date - For confirm EMD the STC date will be used in future to replace EMD.

>Doesn’t PostalOne! use this Mailing Date to calculate the 45 day barcode uniqueness, how will that get impacted?
To be reviewed further by BMA.

>What happens if mail left our plant with DMU verification on Monday Oct 4th and I drove it for one day and then arrived at the NDC with appointment on Oct 5th what would these date and times look like?
Next week we will review the STC rules document that should clarify things a bit.

> If the mail arrives at DMU at 7:00 am and does not get checked in till 4:00 pm then what date time do we see on mail arrival date time?
>Is it the internal direction to process the postage statement right then and there, and not delay it.  







- Shariq Mirza

Chris - DMU mailers can work overnight, and enter postage statement in batches.
>Does this affect my In Home date? 




- Anonymous
To be reviewed further.  BMA
>Postal Service wants to use the infrastructure that they have for Full Service and to send the information to customers for non-full service mail as well.  So, you can get more value out of the USPS systems.
– Shariq Mirza
>Is there STC for non eDoc mailings? 




- Anonymous
Shariq Mirza - In most cases there is not STC for non eDoc or for non Postal Wizard postage statement mailing.

>3607-R the receipt from the postal system has a date and time, this could be used to identify when your mail arrived at USPS.  - Anonymous

Chris Simone – This  date and time is a PostalOne! system generated date and time. 

>Request: A document/flowchart be made available to discuss the dates changes.
Chris – We will work to make a document available on this.  This is not going into effect in Jan 2011 and we will have more discussions on this.
>Next Tue we will have the STC rules document, and possibly a chart explaining the dates, will go over that.  - Chris
<Meeting ended at 1:42 PM EST>
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