MTAC # 134 Meeting Minutes

5/18/2010

Attendees:  Ed Wanta, Bob Schimek, Todd Black, DeWitt Crawford, Nancy Cushman, Becky Dunn, Krista Finazzo, Rosa Fulton, Susan Hawes, Alice Manack, Braden McCullum, Dale Miller, Paul Mitchell, Peter Moore, Lynn Noble, John Stark, Ruth Stock, Brian Towery, Kam Walia, Ken Weiskopf, Paula Stoskopf, Joyce McGarvy, Randy Stumbo, Frank Price, Kevin Gunther, Jon Leon, Marty McGuire, Richard Daigle, Bill Chatfield, Shawn Baldwin, Nancy Cushman, Becky Dunn, Ken Weiskopf, Noel Wickham, Jeff Kruepke, Watt Bryan, Linda Gustason, Allen Kramer,  and other “guests”
Old Business:
Shawn Baldwin provided an update on the modified testing scenarios that were done based on the feedback from the previous meeting, such as including non-automation pieces in an FSS bundle.  Based on the tests submitted things appear to be working as expected.  A list of test scenarios that have been submitted to the PostalOne! TEM environment have been provided to Ruth Stock.  She will be review them as well to ensure they are being handled correctly. 

There were two items that consumed a good portion of the meeting:

1) The combining of Carrier Route, Automation and Non-Automation rate pieces into a FSS bundle and the amount of Non-Automation mail the FSS machines will be able to handle.  

a. The Carrier Route and Automation will have the full 11-digits of delivery point information, but the non-automation mail may only have the 5-digit ZIP code for delivery information.  

b. If too much non-automation mail is sent into the machine it could create processing problems and backup the REC (Remote Encoding Center).  

c. The USPS has an action item to determine if a limit needs to be set on the amount of non-automation mail that can be included in a FSS bundle sort scheme. 

i. Concern was express by the group regarding re-creating a rule similar to the 85/15 rule of automation long ago.
2) How to handle Machineable verses Non-Machineable, which is limited to Periodical Mail. 

a. There was much discussion to create a clear separation between the issue of automation and  non-automation (Item #1 above) and the unique situation of periodical machineable and non-machinable categories.

b. It was determined that the current rules apply regarding the 20 oz weight limit and no changes would be made for this optional FSS preparation method. 

New Business:

Start the review of the document “Business Rules for FSS Scheme Pricing and Preparation”.  Feedback was captured and will be incorporated into the document.  Sections that were reviewed included: General, Piece Qualification, and Bundling.

These three sections will be re-reviewed at the next meet based on the feedback that was provided.  The goal for the next meeting will be to complete the review of the entire document. 


Additional discussion topics:

Towards the end of the meeting Todd Black brought up an issue regarding the zoned pound rate that need to be discussed in more detail. 

A question was asked after the meeting was done regarding firm packages and how they should be dealt with in this FSS optional preparation.  This will need to be discussed at a future meeting.

Ed Wanta will distribute a generic MITS logon for the work group members to use to review the meeting minutes posted on the MITS page.

Ed Wanta will schedule additional recurring telecon meetings, maintaining the Thursday’s, 4:00 pm (ET) schedule the group was using previously.  The next meeting will be scheduled for Thursday, May 27, 2010.

Next Meeting:

Thursday May 27, 2010

