MTAC # 134 Meeting Minutes

5/13//2010

Attendees:  Ed Wanta, Bob Schimek, Todd Black, Cliff Bradley, DeWitt Crawford, Nancy Cushman, Erv Drewek, Krista Finazzo, Susan Hawes, Glenn Larson, Jonathan Leon, Braden McCollum, Marty McGuire, Dale Miller, Peter Moore, Ruth Stock, Brian Towery, Ken Weiskopf, and other “guests”.
Old Business:
Shawn Baldwin reviewed experiences in mail.dat testing of FSS Optional Prep in the PostalOne! TEM environment:
· Standard Mail appears to be working for submission and postage calculation. There is still the issue that carrier route in a FSS bundle is reported in a separate area of the Qualification Report than the 5-digit mail for the same bundle.  This will likely require mail acceptance training. 

· It was noted that for PER mail, the carrier route field in the PQT should not be populated.  The side effect of doing this is that detail will be lost on the Qualification Report and will likely require mail acceptance training.

· There was a question regarding how the bundle allocation field was being used.  With the testing that has been done the field was not used and PostalOne! was allowed to perform the bundle allocation.  It was noted that testing should be performed where the bundle allocation field has been populated and make sure PostalOne! is still working correctly in that scenario.

Based on the testing that has been performed, it was noted that it would be good to document how the Mail.dat needs to be created for the FSS Optional Preparation to flow through PostalOne! correctly:

· FSS Sort Scheme Pallets, set CSM Container Level to “P” 5D Scheme (Barcode)  **NOTE: this changes in the discussion that follows below.
· FSS Facility Pallets, set CSM Container Level to “X” SCF

· FSS Bundle, set PQT Package Level to “C” 5-Digit.

Q:  (From last meeting) Is FSS optional preparation allowed for sacking?
A:   No, FSS Optional Preparation is only allowed pallet preparation. 

Q:  (From last meeting) Can 5-digit non-automation pieces be included in a FSS bundle?

A:  Yes, so a FSS bundle can contain carrier route rate pieces, 5-digit automation rate pieces and 5-digit presort rate pieces.  It was noted that this is a new scenario that needs to be tested in PostalOne!

Todd Black from Time noted his concern regarding the FSS Scheme pallet being treated as a 5D Scheme pallet because the PER container charge would create a dis-incentive to prepare them.  Because of the container charge associated with 5-digit pallets, Time will never create them, doing so cost them additional postage.  Based on this discussion it was determined that:   
· FSS Sort Scheme Pallets, set CSM Container Level to “U” 3 Digit (CR, Auto, Presort) 

· FSS Facility Pallets, set CSM Container Level to “X” SCF

· FSS Bundle, set PQT Package Level to “C” 5-Digit.

Although discussed previously, an invitation was again announced asking for volunteers to test optional prep in the PostalOne! TEM environment.
New Business:

It was noted that a Mail.dat Change Request had been created for the next version of Mail.dat 11-1 that would formally add two new container types for the FSS Scheme Pallet and the FSS Facility pallet and it also includes a new package level type for the FSS bundle.  Ruth is currently reviewing and then it will be officially logged with IDEAlliance for consideration.  This is being done for the long-term implementation of FSS preparation and not the near term optional preparation currently being discussed. 
Brian Towery reviewed a DRAFT document of Business Rules for FSS Optional Prep.  Based on the discussions noted above Brian will update the Business Rules and this discussion will be added to the agenda for May 18, face to face meeting.
Additional discussion topics:

Next Meeting:

Tuesday May 18, 2010
Reminder: A face to face meeting will occur in DC with MTAC week, from 1:30 to 3:30 Eastern on Tuesday May 18th in room 1P639 at USPS Headquarters.
Phone Number(s):       800-932-9280

Meeting ID:                 6108870
