MTAC 122 Meeting Minutes for 9/10

Mail.XML postage statements for Mail.dat eDocs

· Mailers expressed an interested in using Mail.XML messages to update eDocs where mailers originally submitted Mail.Dat to P1.  Mailers think this will apply in situations where Mail.dat FS functionality gets broken and they can use Mail.XML messages as another method to provide/perform the same functionality.  Mailers would like to explorer more scenarios how and when mailers will use Mail.XML messages to update Mail.dat data instead of using Mail.dat.  

· Mailers would like to understand who FS verifications, policies, tolerances, and assessments might impact their business processes to use Mail.XML messages to update Mail.dat messages.

Status of Active Task Groups

· Task Group II
· NCSC and P1are developing an integrated solution to charge and deliver non-qualifying FS ACS records to customers by leveraging SASP to determine if FS ACS records quality for free ACS, NCSC current invoice billing system, and P1 current permit account billing system and reporting interfaces.

· Task Group II is close to sharing the solution to MTAC 122.

· Currently, the solution will not be scheduled to be developed/deployed to production until at least release 4.  The comment was made if mailers think this is critical functionality – mailers should express their opinions to the USPS.
· Task Group X

· Task Group X is still finalizing the 3rd party updates and cast-of-characters data distribution solutions.  The TG will present the solutions to the MTAC 122 group on next week’s telecom.

· Task Group XIV 
· For tray based copalletization mail jobs, mailers wanted USPS to allow mailers to provide a message that links co-pal container to trays before the trays’ pstg stmt be finalized at the origin facility.  Mailers said they needed this functionality for planning/shipping purposes. 

· USPS agreed to create a CR that allows the linkage message before the finalization of the postage for the trays at the origin site.  Please refer to the attached Co-palletization Requirements doc and provide Ruth Stock feedback by 9/14.

· Task Group XV

· For the Nov 2009 release, USPS created CRs to develop a short term business solution to enable continuous/logical mailers to prepare and induct FS mailings to USPS.

· Currently, BME has a VSM team visiting customers sites to value-stream map their current processes to identify non-value/value added tasks.  USPS will analyze data to create a long term solution.  USPS will present new business processes and solutions to the mailers. 
· Task Group XVI

· Task Group XVI will be working on the business problem what business entity is authorized to see or owns USPS FS feedback data.

· Before the TG meets, the mailers would like to see a list of FS feedback data USPS plans to provide back to the mailer like: ACS, Start-the-Clock, Container Visibility, Mail Data Quality, etc.

· Customers who are interested in joining this group should email Sue Redman at Susan.F.Redman@usps.gov
New Issues:

· Federal Agency Cost Codes

· Currently, Mail.dat doesn’t support Federal Agency Cost Codes.

· Need to make a Mail.dat spec change to increase the field length from 5 chars to 7 chars to support the cost codes.

· Work around until mail.dat spec change, if a customers wants to mail FS mailings – they will need to omit populating the federal agency cost code.  The charge will default back to the agency – not to the individual departments.  (Charge will default back to the permit associated to the agency.)
· PostalOne! generating multiple postage statements for periodical mailings.

· Currently for a periodical mailing - PostalOne! is generating multiple postage statements for each mailing’s version, edition, and induction point.

· There’s no business need using the multiple child postage statements.  Therefore USPS is proposing to maintain the postage statement register and the version report but not display individual child statements (for each entry point and version).  The calculations at the child statement level and the rounding results will be maintained. 
· Will mailers be assessed penalties for continuously applying FS ACS STIDs on Std ECR flat mailings?

· USPS owns mailers an answer.

· IMR requires mail preparer’s MID or CRID for FS

· Mailers submitting 9.1 mail.dat files containing an IMR file to P1 were receiving an error that the mail preparer MID or CRID is required for Full-Service.

· The Postal Service business leads confirmed this requirement.  USPS will update the Postal service Mail.dat Technical Specification Guide to indicate that the mailer is required to populate the IMR file with the mail preparers MID or CRID for FS.

