WG #118 Software Certification for PostalOne!
Workgroup Resolution Statement

Workgroup Leaders:

Industry Co-Chair: Lisa Bowes, intelisent 
USPS Co-Chair: Dennis Ray, USPS

Workgroup Issue Statement:  

Define an approach for mailers to validate their electronic mailing information submissions via Web Services and Mail.dat.

Impact areas:

1. Mail Acceptance and PostalOne!

2. Software vendors and equipment manufacturers that generate electronic

mailing information.

3. PAVE Certification.

Desired results/accomplishments:
1. Define an automated process for validating Mail.dat and Web Services file submissions to adopt a comprehensive approach to electronic file inspection.
Accomplishments:

Reviewed Mail.dat specification, PostalOne Tech Guide, PostalOne website, PostalOne Help Desk feedback, Web Services documentation, PAVE procedures, making suggestions for improvements, clarification, enhancements.  


2. Review existing tools like the PostaOne! Mail.dat file validator to identify gaps and recommend enhancements.
Accomplishments:

Message-by-message review of the Mail.dat Validator error messages.  
Provided USPS I.T. with Mail.dat Validation testing environment feedback.

Provided USPS I.T. with Mail.dat Validation error message recommendations.  One of the very first recommendations was for the Validator to return all error messages at once instead of one-by-one reporting. 
3. Recommend approaches to simplify presort software certification in light of the new Intelligent Mail barcodes and piece level and nested Intelligent Mail barcode information being incorporated in electronic mailing information.

Accomplishments:

Determined that Mail.dat can be used for presort validation, except in a few specialty mail areas.  The 3 areas that cannot verify via Mail.dat involved Periodicals In-County, fullness of handling units and containers,  and knowing if there should be a firm bundle or not.  Mail.dat verification could, in the future, take care of most of the validation that PAVE tests today, as we transition from a paper environment to an electronic environment with Intelligent Mail.

Reviewed several Change Requests and the By/For document for passing on to WG 117 and the TM Group.

Further Recommendations

Mail.XML files will also need to have an accessible, self-service type validation process similar to the one being worked on for Mail.dat.  A future group would need to look at setting up this process.
The definition and distinction between Validation or Certification should be reviewed by a future workgroup.  Third party and proprietary software should potentially be reviewed using a certification process similar to the PAVE certification process of today.  Implementation of this process would require a group to focus on that one area.  
