MTAC # 117-Origin Containerization Team (04/29/08) Meeting Notes

Joel Walker announced that the proposed rule for the Intelligent Mail Barcode would be published April 30 with a 30 day period for comment.  He urged mailers to comment on the proposal.  

The Surface Transfer Center concept is currently being circulated with USPS operations stakeholders and then would undergo a broader internal circulation.  Joel shared it is expected this will be communicated in the next 2 months or so and will be separate from L201.  Joel stated a draft of the STC list may be available to vendors by 5/30 or so.

Sharon Harrison expressed concerns that software vendors may not be able to provide the capability of selectively preparing STC containers.  Joel agreed that selectively preparing containers would be needed based on entry location and mailers’ capabilities.  

Pritha Mehra clarified that the USPS does not have a timeline for proposing mailing standards for origin mail containerization.  Initially, Business Mailers Support may play a role in developing individual customer service/supplier agreements and defining containerization based on individual customer needs and capabilities.  

Industry members speculated that full service IMB with electronic documentation may remove any need for manifest mailing agreements.  Pritha shared that it is expected that for Plant Loads that DMU clerks would be clearing mail as “start the clock”.  
The industry again expressed concerns about a cascading series of changes. 

The meeting ended with a discussion of the proposed STC list and palletization rules.  

The team agreed that with changing information and requirements it isn’t clear whether the team will be sunset at the next meeting or not.  More to come.

Next Team Meetings:

· Wednesday, May 14, 2008 (Origin Containerization Sub-Team)
(7:30 AM – 9:00 AM PT /9:30 AM – 11:00 AM CT / 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM ET)
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