MTAC Workgroup #117
Origin Pallets Subgroup

Meeting Notes
01-07-08
Use of Labeling List L201:

The meeting opened with a discussion of labeling list L201, which identifies the surface transportation routes out of each plant. (The list is available on Postal Explorer at http://pe.usps.com/text/dmm300/L201.htm.)
Joel Walker looked into the validity of the list for creating origin separations. He reported that the list was developed on the basis of local input and does identify the surface routes, and can be used for origin mail preparation. The list contains some inaccuracies, which we can fix during a routine update.
Surface Transfer Center containers:
Joel also reported that Surface Transfer Center separations have value for Periodicals and First-Class pallets, sacks and trays. We would need a new labeling list to reflect this network, but it is feasible to develop this list.
One mailer asked if we could combine this new list with L201 to create one complete list for all origin separations. Joel pointed out that the preparation and labeling will be software-driven and the number of inputs will be invisible to the process.

Mail preparation:

The workgroup discussed the draft mailing standards and generally agreed that we are heading in the right direction. The discussion included the following points:
· Several mailers questioned the recommended volume thresholds for pallets—six layers (31 trays)—and we clarified that smaller volumes reduce transportation efficiencies.  
· Joel reported that plant-load mailings could be combined before making the required separations (after verification). Several mailers raised concerns about generating the appropriate container labels for this mail. We will investigate these issues and reopen the discussion during the next telecon.
· PostalOne! Transportation assignments will not be affected by the new origin separations. 
· The new separations should not result in more containers required for a mailing.

Container labels/IMBs:

A Federal Register notice for comment describing the new Intelligent Mail barcode and container label requirements is available online [HTML] | [PDF]. We encourage everyone to review the notice and submit comments.
Several mailers asked for more guidance about container labels for origin mail and all mail using the new IMB container labels. Joel and Sharon will ask someone from Business Mail Acceptance to join our next telecon and walk us through the new requirements.
Next steps:

The next telecon is scheduled for Wednesday, January 16, at 11:00 a.m. eastern time (8:00 pacific/10:00 central).
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