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Permit Activation 

1. Customer applies for a new permit 

2. Customer assigned a unique national Account Number upon Permit Fee payment 

3. Customer can view the national Account Number before any mailing transaction are 

made Via the Balance and Fees module. The National Account Number is displayed as 

the Account Number. 

  

CAPS Linkage 

1. Customer has an active Permit (Fees Paid), Permit has an national Account Number 

assigned 

2. Customer engages CAPS Accounting Service Center for the permit(s) to be linked to 

CAPS Account Number (Form 6002). CAPS account number is activated (Form 6001, 

Form 6003) 

3. The national Account Number is retained in PostalOne! system and the CAPS account 

number takes precedence over the national Account Number (i.e., used in .mpa 

Payment Account Number Field, and displayed on screens) 

 

CAPS Account Closed: The original National Account Number and linkage to Permit is still preserved 

in PostalOne! 
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Post Mail Anywhere Launch 
Account Numbers versus CAPS 



National Account Number – CAPS 

Relationship 

User CRID Permit
CAPS 

Account
A user (Mailer) 
may have multiple 

A CRID may have 
multiple Permits 
associated, but a 
Permit will only have 
one CRID 

A Permit will be 
associated to only one 
CAPS Account, but a 
CAPS Account may 
have multiple permits 
associated 

nAN 

Assigned when Permit number is created. 
Always preserved in PostalOne! System 
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Account Numbers 

National Account Number 

Account Number 

Account Number 
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Account Numbers 

CAPS# 

Account Number 

Account Number 
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eDoc / Mail Anywhere 
Postal Service Mail.dat Technical Specification 

4.2.4.3 Mailer Postage Account 
The Account Number field is supported for Mail.dat version 13-1 files and above, in addition 
to the Permit Number for payment processing. If the Account Number field is populated, it 
indicates that the customer wishes Mail Anywhere processing and validations. 
4.2.7 Mail Anywhere 
The Mail Anywhere option allows mailers to pay for postage at a mailing facility other than 
the mail entry point. Postage is paid via a permit which is not local to the verification facility. 
4.2.7.1 Mail Anywhere Mailings 
A mailing is identified as a Mail Anywhere mailing when the .mpa Payment Account Number 
and .seg Verification ZIP+4 are populated. When these conditions are met, additional Mail 
Anywhere validations are run on the eDoc  
4.2.7.2 Mail Anywhere validations 
• Postage statements are finalized at the mailing facility associated to the .seg Verification 

Facility ZIP+4. 
• The .mpa Payment Account Number must be linked to the .mpa Permit Number or .mpa 

USPS Publication Number.  
• A single eDoc may contain Mail Anywhere and non-Mail Anywhere records in a single 

submission; however the .mpa Permit ZIP+4 of records without .mpa Payment Account 
Number must match the .seg Verification ZIP+4.  

• Periodicals support .mpu Processing Categories of FL = Flats and LT = Letters. 
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11.2 Mail.dat Client Error Messages 
 
4303 - The .mpa {Payment} Account Number must be an active account on the PostalOne! and CAPS 
systems when the .mpa Account Number field is populated.  
4331 - The .seg Verification Facility ZIP+4 field must be populated with a five or nine digit numeric value 
when the .mpa Account Number field is populated. 
4335 - The .seg Verification Facility ZIP+4 field must be populated with the same value in all .seg records 
when the .mpa Account Number field is populated. 
4353 - When the .mpa Account Number field is populated, the .mpa Mailer ID of Mail Owner or CRID of 
Mail Owner and the .mpa Mailer ID of Mail Preparer or CRID of Mail Preparer fields must be populated. 
4398 - The .mpa Account Number field cannot be populated when the .mpu Mail Piece Unit – Class is 
populated with 2 = Periodicals or 5 = Per Pending and .mpu Mail Piece Unit – Processing Category not FL = 
Flat or LT = Letter. 
4417  - When at least one .mpa Payment Account Number is populated, the .mpa Permit ZIP+4 and .seg 
Verification Facility ZIP+4 must map to the same finance number for .mpa records which do not have the 
.mpa Account Number populated. 
4418 - The .mpa Payment Account Number is not valid for the .mpa Permit Number, .mpa Permit ZIP +4, 
and permit type; when populated, the .mpa Payment Account Number must reference an active Account 
Number that is associated to the .mpa Permit Number, .mpa Permit ZIP +4, and permit type. 
4680  - The .mpa Account Number is not valid for the .mpa Publication Number, .mpa Permit ZIP+4, and 
Permit Type. When populated the .mpa Payment Account Number must reference an active account 
number that is associated to the .mpa Publication Number, .mpa Permit ZIP+4, and Permit Type. 

eDoc / Mail Anywhere 
Postal Service Mail.dat Technical Specification 



IDEAlliance Mail.dat Technical Specification  

.mpa Payment Account Number 
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Payment Account Number Field MPA-1127 Description (pg 45):  The Payment Account Number is 
different from the Permit Number and will be initially used in addition to the Permit Number. In 
the future, this field may replace the Permit information. This field will be the authorization of 
payment for mail without affixing full postage or participation in work share discounts. This field 
should not be zero padded. This field can be blank  
 


