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May 17, 1996








            TO:  Area Managers, Sales


                    Area Managers, Customer Service Support 


                    Area Managers, Operations Support


                    Managers, Rates and Classification Service Centers


                    Classification Reform Coordinators (Districts and Areas)


       	         District Managers, Business Mail Entry


                    


                    





SUBJECT:  Letter Tray and Flat Tray Strapping Standards





The following standards have been developed by the Postal Service to ensure that letter trays and flat trays are securely and safely strapped in accordance with applicable Domestic Mail Manual (DMM) standards.





1.   Basic Standards For All Strapping:


When strapping letter trays, place a single wrap of plastic strap around the length of the tray.  When strapping flat trays, place two plastic straps around the tray perpendicular to the length and approximately six inches apart.


The strap must ensure that the tray maintains its integrity throughout processing and transportation and must not crush the tray, sleeve, or lid.


The strap should have ten pounds minimum tension.


The strap and seal shall not be harmfully affected by moisture or ambient temperature ranging from -40 to 125 degrees Fahrenheit.





2.   Preferred Strapping Material and Sealing Method:


Use white or yellow textured, extruded, oriented, commercial heat-sealable polypropylene strapping with a minimum .236-inch width and .022-inch thickness (ASTM D3950, Type II).  


Apply the seal by melting the ends together using the heat or friction method.





3.   Other Acceptable Plastic Strapping Material and Sealing Methods:


Other plastic strapping material may be used if it has a minimum tensile breaking strength of 80 pounds with an elongation before yield of less than 20 percent.  


To minimize the cutting effect, the material must form a flat bend with a minimum of .25-inch when installed on the tray and a maximum width of .625-inch


The seal shall be accomplished by: melting the ends of the band together using the heat or friction method; using a non-corrosive plastic buckle or seal; tying a knot; or using self-locking straps.


The seal of the band should have a minimum breaking strength of 60 pounds.





Note:  Coils of plastic strapping material and plastic buckles or seals (applied by hand without any additional equipment) are inexpensive and can be ordered from most shipping or packaging supply catalogs.





4.  Prohibited Sealing Methods:


Metal buckles or seals must not be used to secure the ends of strapping material placed around letter trays or flat trays.  These types of closures create safety hazards to personnel and equipment.  








  /Cheryl Beller/


              (for) Anita J. Bizzotto


Manager
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cc:  Don Close, Engineering


       Ralph Walker, Engineering


       Bob Sheehan, Inplant Operations


       Ed Ruiz, Inplant Operations


       Michele Denny


       Hank Cleffi


       John Wargo
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