Intelligent Container Bar Code Specification—Last Updated on April, 2007

INTELLIGENT CONTAINER BARCODE Specifications:

	Intelligent Container Bar code 

	Bar Code Symbology:
	· UCC EAN Code 128 (Subset B and Subset C)
· Subset B allows for encoding alpha characters in “upper” and “lower” cases with discrete “code words”.  Care should be taken to encode the alpha characters in the same case as that provided in any other medium (physical or electronic) to the USPS (eg. Mail.dat)

	Bar Code Length:
	· 21 characters

	Bar Code Example:
	99M666666----ABCD8888

	· X-Dimension:
	· ≥  12.5 mils
· ≤   17.5 mils

	Bar Code Dimensions:
	· Minimum Barcode dimensions shall be:

· Height = 0.54 inches (1)
· Maximum Barcode dimensions shall not exceed :

· Length = 5 inches
· Height = 1.00 inches

	Minimum Scan Grade:
	· At least 70% grade A or B and none of the remaining portion can measure lower than ANSI grade C (2)

	Bar Code Location:
	· Bar code location shall be placed on the front side of the mailer placard.  

· Bar code may be placed on mailer placard in a vertical (ladder) or horizontal (picket fence) position.  It is highly recommended that a horizontal positioning be used.
· Bar code shall not interfere with any other information on the mailer placard

· A Quiet zone of at least 0.25 inch to the left and right of the bar code and, 0.125 inch above and below shall be observed

	Bar Code Title Description:
	· The text above the bar code shall read: “USPS”.  

· The font shall be san serif bold and the size shall be a minimum of 12-point type.  

· The text shall be printed in all uppercases letters and must be centered above the bar code observing a clear zone of at least 0.125 inch.

· Text shall be placed no less than 0.125 inch above the bar code.

· Text shall be placed no more than 0.50 inch above the bar code.

· See Figure A.

	Readable Bar Code Description
	· The human-readable representation of the bar code symbol shall be centered below the bottom clear zone of the bar code.  

· The font shall be san serif and the size shall be a minimum of 10-point type.

· The human-readable representation of the bar code symbol shall be placed no less than 0.125 inch below the bar code.

· The human-readable representation of the bar code symbol shall be placed no more than 0.50 inch below the bar code.

· The human readable representation shall use two spaces between each field for readability.
· See Figure A.


	Field No.
	Field 
Description
	Field 
Size
	Character 
Position
	Logical
Values
	Allowable 
Values

	1
	Application Identifier
	2
	1-2
	99
	“99” Only

	2
	Type Indicator
	1
	3
	M
	“M” Only

	3
	Business Entity ID
	6
	4-9
	
	Numbers

	4
	Serial Number (3)
	12
	10-21
	
	Alphanumeric


 
Figure A.  Intelligent Container Bar Code
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Notes:
(1) Minimum Bar Code Height = (Length of bar code*15%) or 0.25 inches, whichever one is greater.
(2) ANSI INCITS 182-1990: American National Standard for Information Systems Bar code Print Quality Guideline 

Information can be obtained from:

Telephone: 212-642-4900

Website: http://webstore.ansi.org
(3) Serial Number shall be padded with leading “-“ (DASH- ASCII value) characters, if the container ID length is less than 12.  For example, container ID 123456 shall be encoded as “99M666666------123456”. 
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Bar Code Title:


12-point minimum san serif bold font








Readable Bar Code:


10-point minimum san serif  font


Two Spaces between fields


Leading “-“ used for padding








99  M  666666  ----ABCD8888
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