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History of 
USPS Barcodes

History of USPS Barcodes



First, we had the 5-digit barcode  

Barcode: 5-digit ZIP Code®



We then evolved to the 9-digit ZIP+4 barcode

Barcode: ZIP+4  Code®



Next, we moved to the 11-digit Delivery Point 
POSTNET™ barcode

Barcode: Delivery Point POSTNET™



PLANET Code  for Tracking

PLANET Code for PLANET Code for 
Tracking via Tracking via 

ConfirmConfirm®

PLANET™ Code Barcode

POSTNET POSTNET ™ Code Code 
for Sortationfor Sortation



Participant CodeParticipant Code Keyline for Address Keyline for Address 
Change ServiceChange Service

POSTNETPOSTNET ™ Code Code 
for Sortationfor Sortation

Address Correction Markings

Address Change Service



PLANET Code for PLANET Code for 
Tracking via Tracking via 

ConfirmConfirm®

Address Change Service & Tracking

Participant CodeParticipant Code Keyline for Address Keyline for Address 
Change ServiceChange Service

POSTNETPOSTNET ™ Code for Code for 
SortationSortation



Combined the capabilities of sorting, tracking and 
address correction in one barcode 

Intelligent  Mail® Barcode



What is Intelligent Mail?
o A suite of Intelligent Mail barcodes supported 

by an enterprise-wide architecture that reads, 
processes, retains and reports data from 
these barcodes

o A technology that will support future 
generations of postal products, services, and 
associated features.

Intelligent Mail® Services



Why use Intelligent Mail?
o Marketing Efficiencies
o Customer Experience
o Cash Management
o Call Center Management
o Operational Efficiencies
o Supply Chain Efficiencies

Intelligent Mail® Services
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Intelligent Mail® Services



Status
Of 
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Systems Integration Test
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Systems Integration Test

Defects Over Time
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Customer Acceptance Test

Total CAT Execution Plan Line
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Full-Service Milestones

Full-Service Milestones
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Full-Service Milestones
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Full-Service Milestones
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• May 18, 2009
o Basic Intelligent Mail® Option
o Full-Service Intelligent Mail Option

• Fall 2009
o Lower prices for Full-Service in November 29, 2009
o Additional Features

• May 2011
o POSTNET™ retired for automation rates
o PLANET Code™ barcode retired 

Where are we today?
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