June 19, 2006

TO: DSF2 Licensees
RE: Change to Product File Format

The format of AIS Delivery Statistics will be changing effective with the July 15, 2006 edition of the product. Eighteen new data elements will be added to the file format. Each element will consist of five characters, for an increase of 90 bytes per record. The record length will increase from 219 bytes to 309 bytes.
The new fields will include:

Scheme Active Business

Caller Box Count


Contest Box Count


Remittance Box Count


Other Box Count

Scheme Active Residential

Caller Box Count


Contest Box Count


Remittance Box Count


Other Box Count

Scheme Possible Business

Caller Box Count


Contest Box Count


Remittance Box Count


Other Box Count

Scheme Possible Residential

Caller Box Count


Contest Box Count


Remittance Box Count


Other Box Count

Scheme Active Business/Residential Mixed Count

Scheme Active Residential/Business Mixed Count

The Caller, Contest, Remittance, and Other box types apply only to Post Office Box addresses. These new categories are being added to better define the universe of Post Office Boxes nationwide. These additions will not only help the Postal Service to better serve the varying needs of our PO Box customers, but will also allow the mailing community to make improved mailing decisions through a finer level of information than previously available.
Caller Service boxes are provided for customers whose volume of mail exceeds the physical size of the PO Box or who desire to retrieve their box mail more than once a day.  

Contest boxes are those used for rebate, coupon, or contest operations.

Remittance boxes are set up for the handling of financial payments by a bank or other institution.

Other boxes are those which do not fit any of the existing or other new categories.

The new mixed counts represent deliveries that receive both personal and business mail at the same address. The business/residential count is a delivery which is primarily business but which may also contain a residence. A residential/business count is a delivery to a home which may also contain a business. These counts provide valuable information for targeting the Small Office/Home Office (SOHO) market.
The complete file layout for the new Delivery Statistics format is attached. A sample data file will be available on RIBBS at http://ribbs/files/Addressing/ SAMPLES/DELSTAT-SAM_0706.TXT
Delivery Statistics product files in the old format will be available on request through the end of July 2007.
What does this mean for DSF2 licensee customers?
For certification, if you choose to use the old format until the Cycle K requirements are complete, the file will be updated monthly and posted at http://ribbs.usps.gov/files/delstats. If you use the new format, you will need to add fields to your programs for your reporting functions.
The following will need to be changed: 
DSF2 Licensed Service Delivery Sequence Invoice Documentation
Note 3: PO Box address counts

Any time you count a PO Box you will need to make sure you count the new fields

Statistics Report:

Any time you count a PO Box you will need to make sure you count the new fields.
See Licensee Performance Requirements 6.0 Service Expectations for actual copies of reports.
CASS will be prepared to grade stage files both ways during Cycle K.

You will be expected to comply with the new format during the CASS Cycle L Requirements.
Please direct any questions or concerns to our Customer Care department at 1.800.328.3150. 

Jan Caldwell
